
 
 

 

 

 

Prairie State Legal Services 
 

 

Host Site 
Rockford, IL 

Gail Tilkin Walsh: gwalsh@pslegal.org 

 

Project Subject 
Disaster Preparedness and Response in Rural Illinois 

 

Experience/Description 
Prairie State Legal Services (PSLS) has 12 offices serving 36 counties in northern and central Illinois. 

Many of the rural counties in PSLS’s service area are especially prone to disasters, including flooding 

and tornadoes. Ogle, Jo Daviess, and Carroll counties have suffered a number of disaster events, 

including major flooding and tornadoes. Freeport, in Stephenson County, is a small city located in a 

floodplain, and has suffered 15 major floods in 80 years. Making disaster preparedness efforts more 

difficult, the city has lost most of its large industrial employers and has chronically high 

unemployment and poverty. Prairie State has received training and guidance from Iowa Legal Aid to 

develop our disaster response readiness.  

 

Prairie State seeks a Rural Summer Legal Corps fellow to perform a range of activities to improve our 

readiness to respond to disasters in the rural areas of our service area. The fellow will be based in 

our Rockford office, and will first familiarize him/herself with the resources and guidance already 

available, and then engage in the outreach/community education/relationship development 

activities that are key to effective disaster readiness.  The fellow will engage in outreach and 

education activities with key informants in Stephenson County, including members of the County 

Emergency Management Agency, County Health Department, Red Cross, local church leaders, and 

other community leaders. The fellow will review and update the Illinois State Bar Association’s 

Disaster Manual. The fellow will review materials developed for the Houston disaster, with the goal of 

developing a similar resource relevant to Illinois. Additionally, the fellow will function as a team 

member of the Rockford office and will attend case acceptance meetings, observe/conduct client 

intakes, observe and assist in hearings, and participate in our training curriculum developed 

specifically for summer law students.  . 

 

Program-Specific Qualifications 
N/A 
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